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business means to import or export 
wildlife for commercial purposes. 

(b) Except as provided in § 14.92, if 
you engage in the business of import-
ing or exporting wildlife for commer-
cial purposes (see § 14.4), you must ob-
tain an import/export license prior to 
importing or exporting your wildlife 
shipment. 

(c) The following table includes some 
examples of when an import/export li-
cense is required: 

If I import into the United States or ex-
port from the United States 

. . . do I need an 
import/export 

license? 

(1) Wildlife in the form of products such 
as garments, bags, shoes, boots, jew-
elry, rugs, trophies, or curios for com-
mercial purposes.

Yes. 

(2) Wildlife in the form of hides, furs, or 
skins for commercial purposes.

Yes. 

(3) Wildlife in the form of food for com-
mercial purposes.

Yes. 

(4) As an animal dealer, animal broker, 
pet dealer, or pet or laboratory sup-
plier.

Yes. 

(5) As an individual owner of a person-
ally owned live wildlife pet for personal 
use.

No. 

(6) As a collector or hobbyist for per-
sonal use.

No. 

(7) As a collector or hobbyist for com-
mercial purposes, including sale, trade 
or barter.

Yes. 

(8) As a laboratory researcher or bio-
medical supplier for commercial pur-
poses.

Yes. 

(9) As a customs broker or freight for-
warder engaged in business as a dis-
patcher, handler, consolidator, or 
transporter of wildlife or if I file docu-
ments with the Service on behalf of 
others.

No. 

(10) As a common carrier engaged in 
business as a transporter of wildlife.

No. 

(11) As a taxidermist, outfitter, or guide 
importing or exporting my own hunting 
trophies for commercial purposes.

Yes. 

(12) As a taxidermist, outfitter, or guide 
transporting or shipping hunting tro-
phies for clients or customers.

No. 

(13) As a U.S. taxidermist receiving a 
U.S. client’s personal hunting trophies 
after import clearance for processing.

No. 

(14) As a U.S. taxidermist importing wild-
life from or exporting wildlife to foreign 
owners who are requesting my serv-
ices.

Yes. 

(15) As a foreign owner of wildlife ex-
porting my personal hunting trophies 
from the United States to my home.

No. 

(16) As a circus for exhibition or resale 
purposes.

Yes. 

(17) As a Federal, State, municipal, or 
tribal agency.

No. 

(18) As a public museum, or public sci-
entific or educational institution for 
noncommercial research or edu-
cational purposes.

No. 

§ 14.92 What are the exemptions to the 
import/export license requirement? 

(a) Certain wildlife. Any person may 
engage in business as an importer or 
exporter of the following types of wild-
life without obtaining an import/export 
license: 

(1) Shellfish (see § 10.12 of this chap-
ter) and nonliving fishery products 
that do not require a permit under 
parts 16, 17, or 23 of this subchapter, 
and are imported or exported for pur-
poses of human or animal consumption 
or taken in waters under the jurisdic-
tion of the United States or on the 
high seas for recreational purposes; 

(2) Live farm-raised fish and farm- 
raised fish eggs of species that do not 
require a permit under parts 16, 17, or 
23 of this subchapter, that meet the 
definition of ‘‘bred-in-captivity’’ as 
stated in § 17.3 of this subchapter and 
that are for export only; and 

(3) Live aquatic invertebrates of the 
Class Pelecypoda, commonly known as 
oysters, clams, mussels, and scallops, 
and their eggs, larvae, or juvenile 
forms, that do not require a permit 
under parts 16, 17, or 23 of this sub-
chapter, and are exported only for the 
purposes of propagation or research re-
lated to propagation; and 

(4) Pearls that do not require a per-
mit under parts 16, 17, or 23 of this sub-
chapter. 

(b) Certain persons. (1) The following 
persons may import or export wildlife 
without obtaining an import/export li-
cense, provided that these persons keep 
records that will fully and correctly de-
scribe each importation or exportation 
of wildlife made by them and the subse-
quent disposition made by them with 
respect to the wildlife. 

(i) Public museums, or other public, 
scientific, or educational institutions, 
importing or exporting wildlife for 
noncommercial research or educational 
purposes; and 

(ii) Federal, State, tribal, or munic-
ipal agencies. 

(2) Subject to applicable limitations 
of law, duly authorized Service officers 
at all reasonable times will, upon no-
tice, be given access to these persons’ 
places of business, an opportunity to 
examine their inventory of imported 
wildlife or the wildlife to be exported, 
the records described in paragraph (1) 
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of this section, and an opportunity to 
copy those records. 

§ 14.93 How do I apply for an import/ 
export license? 

(a) Application form. You must submit 
a completed FWS Form 3–200–3, includ-
ing the certification found on the form 
and in § 13.12(a) of this subchapter, to 
the appropriate regional Special Agent 
in Charge under the provisions of this 
subpart and part 13 of this subchapter. 

(b) Import/export license conditions. In 
addition to the general permit condi-
tions in part 13 of this subchapter, you 
must comply with the following condi-
tions: 

(1) You must comply with all require-
ments of this part, all other applicable 
parts of this subchapter, and any spe-
cific conditions or authorizations de-
scribed on the face of, or on an annex 
to, the import/export license; 

(2) You must pay all applicable li-
cense and inspection fees as required in 
§ 14.94; 

(3) You are responsible for providing 
current contact information to us, in-
cluding a mailing address where you 
will receive all official notices the 
Service sends; 

(4) You must keep, in a U.S. location, 
the following records that completely 
and correctly describe each import or 
export of wildlife that you made under 
the import/export license and, if appli-
cable, any subsequent disposition that 
you made of the wildlife, for a period of 
5 years: 

(i) A general description of the wild-
life, such as ‘‘live,’’ ‘‘raw hides,’’ ‘‘fur 
garments,’’ ‘‘leather goods,’’ ‘‘foot-
wear,’’ or ‘‘jewelry’’; 

(ii) The quantity of the wildlife, in 
numbers, weight, or other appropriate 
measure; 

(iii) The common and scientific 
names of the wildlife; 

(iv) The country of origin of the wild-
life, if known, as defined in § 10.12 of 
this subchapter; 

(v) The date and place the wildlife 
was imported or exported; 

(vi) The date of the subsequent dis-
position, if applicable, of the wildlife 
and the manner of the subsequent dis-
position, whether by sale, barter, con-
signment, loan, delivery, destruction, 
or other means; 

(vii) The name, address, telephone, 
and e-mail address, if known, of the 
person or business who received the 
wildlife; 

(viii) Copies of all permits required 
by the laws and regulations of the 
United States; and 

(ix) Copies of all permits required by 
the laws of any country of export, re- 
export, or origin of the wildlife. 

(5) You must, upon notice, provide 
authorized Service officers with access 
to your place(s) of business at all rea-
sonable times and give us an oppor-
tunity to examine your inventory of 
imported wildlife or the wildlife to be 
exported, the records required to be 
kept by paragraph (b)(4) of this section, 
and an opportunity to copy these 
records subject to applicable limita-
tions of the law; 

(6) You must submit a report con-
taining the information you must keep 
in paragraph (b)(4) of this section with-
in 30 days of receiving a written re-
quest from us; and 

(7) An import/export license gives 
you general permission to engage in 
business as an importer or exporter of 
wildlife. An import/export license is in 
addition to, and does not supersede, 
any other license, permit, or require-
ment established by Federal, State, or 
tribal law for the import or export of 
wildlife. 

(c) Duration of import/export license. 
Any import/export license issued under 
this section expires on the date shown 
on the face of the import/export li-
cense. In no case will the import/export 
license be valid for more than 1 year 
after the date of issuance. 

(d) Issuance, denial, suspension, rev-
ocation, or renewal of import/export li-
cense. We may deny, suspend, revoke, 
restrict, or deny renewal of an import/ 
export license to any person named as 
the holder, or a principal officer or 
agent of the holder, under any of the 
criteria described in part 13 of this 
chapter or under the following criteria: 

(1) Failure to pay fees, penalties, or 
costs required by this part; 

(2) You repeatedly fail to notify our 
Service officers at the appropriate port 
at least 48 hours prior to the estimated 
time of arrival of a live or perishable 
wildlife shipment under § 14.54(a) or at 
least 48 hours prior to the estimated 
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